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2019 TILLMAN SCHOLARS AT A GLANCE  
We’re proud to announce the 2019 Tillman Scholars: 60 individuals who represent the best and brightest 
from a group of thousands of talented applicants. United by their military service, academic passions, and 
desire to make an impact, they will form a tight knit community of scholars that will truly make its mark on 
the world. 

LIFETIME COMMITMENT  
TO THE 2019 CLASS

million
$1.2 +2.5%  

SELECTION RATESCHOLARS CHOSEN THIS YEAR
60 IMPACT BY DEGREE 

Launched in 2008, the Tillman Scholar 
Program supports active duty service 
members, veterans and their spouses with 
academic scholarships, a national network 
and professional development opportunities, 
so they are empowered to make an impact. 
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STUART CAUDILL
Columbia University, 
M.A., International Affairs

KIRK BUTLER
University of Minnesota, 
DNP

ERIC CHASTAIN
USC, DSW

EDWARD BYERS
University of Pennsylvania, 
MBA

DAVID COOMES
University of Washington, 
Ph.D., Epidemiology

SHERRY COX
University of San Francisco, 
DNP

TIMOTHY BISHOP
Harvard University & MIT,  
MPP/MBA 

SAUL BAUTISTA
Rutgers University, 
MD

MATTHEW BARONCELLI
Columbia University, 
B.A., East Asian Studies

STEVEN ALLEN
University of Missouri-Kansas City, 
M.M.S., PA

ETHAN ALLISON
University of Oklahoma, MD
 

BLAZE BELOBRAJDIC
Texas A&M University 
M.S., Aerospace Engineering

STEPHEN DONOVAN
Indiana University, MPA

NICOLE DUSANG
Brown University, 
Ph.D., Engineering

WILLIAM EISENHART
Yale University, 
M.M.S., PA

LISA ELIJAH
University of Oklahoma, 
B.A., Social Sciences & 
Organizational Studies 

STEPHANIE ERWIN
The George Washington 
University, Ed.D.

SYED FARAZ
Stanford University & Harvard 
University, MBA/MPP

BRIDGET GEHRZ
University of Minnesota, 
DNP

CHELSEA GERLICKI
Texas Tech University,  
MD/MPH

MEET THE SCHOLARS  
Click on a scholar to view their story.
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DONOVAN JENKINS
University of California,  
San Francisco, M.S., FNP 

NATE JESTER
Harvard University, JD

CHRISTOPHER JONES
UCLA, Ph.D., Chemistry
 

CARRIE MAYER
The Ohio State University, 
JD/MPA

GRETE LENZ
University of South Florida, 
M.S., Nurse Anesthesia

MELISSA MCCULLOUGH
Clemson University, 
Ph.D., Bioengineering

CHARLES LONG
Columbia University, 
DDS

TOM MCGRATH
Duke University, MBA
 

CHRISTINA MCKINNON
University of Texas, Arlington, 
MSW

ANDREW GILROY
University of Michigan, 
MPA/MSW

JUSTIN GOR
Texas A&M University, MD

GREGORY HOWE
Brown University, 
M.S., Cybersecurity

AKHIL IYER
Harvard University, MBA/MPP

JABULANI MZEE 
Amherst College, 
B.A., Black Studies

SARA OLSEN
University of Maryland, Ph.D., 
Behavioral & Community Health 

KERI MILLS
Appalachian School of Law, 
JD

CARL MIN
Harvard University, JD
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JEFFREY OURY 
Indiana University, MD

KRISTI PELZEL
Georgetown University,  
M.A., Communications

CHRISTOPHER PETERSEN
Zucker School of Medicine at 
Hofstra/Northwell, MD

RILEY POST
Vanderbilt University, Ed.D.

KATHERINE QUARTARO
Syracuse University, MPA

ERIC RECKER
University of Arizona, MBA

SARAH ROWE
Emory University, MSN

JOHN REIDELBACH
Wake Forest University,  
M.M.S., PA 

EUNICE THOMSEN-JOHNSON
Vanderbilt University, MSN

ASHLEY WHITLOCK 
Harvard University, MPA

MICHAEL SHEPPARD
Arizona State University,  
Ph.D., Engineering Education 
Systems & Design

MARISOL RIDDELL
University of Houston, 
M.S., Statistics & Data Science

JUSTIN SOLARCZYK
University of California, San 
Francisco, MD

JACOB TRAPP
MIT, MBA

JESSICA STUBBLEFIELD
University of Colorado, Denver, 
MPH

JEREMY VAN TRESS
Walden University,  
Ph.D., Social Work

ADAM SWARTZBAUGH
MIT & Harvard University, 
MBA/MPA

CHRISTOPHER VILLALTA
Rhode Island School of Design, 
M.Arch.

JASON THEIS
Johns Hopkins University, MD

BENJAMIN WELCH
East Tennesse State University, 
MD
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Click on a scholar to view their story.

Army

Army

Navy

Navy

Air Force

Army

Army

Military Spouse

Army

Army

Marine Corps Military Spouse

Military Spouse

Marine Corps

Army

Navy

Military Spouse

Marine Corps

Army

Army

http://pattillmanfoundation.org/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/christopher-petersen/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/riley-post/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/katherine-quartaro/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/eric-recker/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/jeffrey-oury/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/kristi-pelzel/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/eunice-thomsen-johnson/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/ashley-whitlock/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/sarah-rowe/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/michael-sheppard/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/jessica-stubblefield/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/jeremy-van-tress/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/jason-theis/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/benjamin-welch/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/justin-solarczyk/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/jacob-trapp/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/adam-swartzbaugh/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/christopher-villalta/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/john-reidelbach/
https://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/marisol-riddell/


MEET THE SCHOLARS  
Click on a scholar to view their story.

BUSINESS
 Edward Byers
 University of Pennsylvania, MBA
 Jeff Krueger
 Stanford University, MBA
 Tom McGrath
 Duke University, MBA
 Eric Recker
 University of Arizona, MBA
 Jacob Trapp
 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, MBA

EDUCATION
 Riley Post
 Vanderbilt University,  
 Ed.D., Leadership & Learning in Organizations
 Michael Sheppard
 Arizona State University, Ph.D.,  
 Engineering Education Systems & Design

HUMANITIES
 Matthew Baroncelli
 Columbia University, B.A., East Asian Studies
 Lisa Elijah
 University of Oklahoma,  
 B.A., Social Sciences and Organizational Studies
 Stephanie Erwin 
 The George Washington University, Ed.D., Human &  
 Organizational Leadership & Learning
 Jabulani Mzee
 Amherst College, B.A., Black Studies
 Kristi Pelzel
 Georgetown University,  
 M.A., International Communications
 Christopher Villalta
 Rhode Island School of Design, M.Arch.

HEALTHCARE  
 Steven Allen 
 University of Missouri-Kansas City,  
 M.M.S., Physician Assistant  
 Ethan Allison
 University of Oklahoma, MD
 Saul Bautista
 Rutgers University, MD
 Kirk Butler 
 University of Minnesota, DNP
 Sherry Cox
 University of San Francisco, DNP

 William Eisenhart
 Yale University, M.M.S., Physician Assistant 
 Bridget Gehrz
 University of Minnesota, DNP
 Chelsea Gerlicki
 Texas Tech University, MD/MPH
 Justin Gor
 Texas A&M University, MD
 Donovan Jenkins
 University of California, San Francisco, M.S., FNP
 Grete Lenz
 University of South Florida, M.S., Nurse Anesthesia
 Charles Long
 Columbia University, DDS
 Jeffrey Oury
 Indiana University, MD
 Christopher Peterson 
 Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell, MD
 John Reidelbach
 Wake Forest University, M.M.S., PA
 Sarah Rowe
 Emory University, MSN
 Justin Solarczyk
 University of California, San Francisco, MD
 Jason Theis 
 Johns Hopkins University, MD
 Eunice Thomsen-Johnson
 Vanderbilt University, MSN
 Benjamin Welch
 East Tennessee State University, MD

LAW
 Nathan Jester
 Harvard University, JD
 Carrie Mayer
 The Ohio State University, JD/MPA
 Keri Mills
 Appalachian School of Law, JD
 Carl Min
 Harvard University, JD

PUBLIC SERVICE 
 Timothy Bishop
 Harvard University & MIT, MPP/MBA
 Stuart Caudill 
 Columbia University, M.A., International Affairs

 Eric Chastain
 USC, DSW
 Stephen Donovan
 Indiana University, MPA
 Syed Faraz
 Harvard University & Stanford University, MPP/MBA
 Andrew Gilroy
 University of Michigan, MPA/MSW
 Akhil Iyer
 Harvard University, MPA/MBA
 David Laszcz 
 Harvard University, MPA
 Angela Layfield
 Fordham University, MSW
 Christina McKinnon
 University of Texas Arlington, MSW
 Katherine Quartero
 Syracuse University, eMPA
 Sara Olsen
 University of Maryland,  
 Ph.D., Behavioral & Community Health
 Adam Swartzbaugh
 Harvard University & MIT, MPP/MBA
 Jeremy Van Tress 
 Walden University, Ph.D., Social Work
 Ashley Whitlock
 Harvard University, MPA

STEM   
 Blaze Belobrajdic
 Texas A&M University, M.S., Aerospace Engineering
 David Coomes
 University of Washington, Ph.D., Epidemiology
 Nicole Dusang
 Brown University, Ph.D., Electrical Engineering
 Gregory Howe
 Brown University, M.S., Cybersecurity 
 Christopher Jones
 UCLA, Ph.D., Chemistry
 Melissa McCullough
 Clemson University, Ph.D., Bioengineering
 Marisol Riddell
 University of Houston, M.S., Statistics & Data Science
 Jessica Stubblefield
 University of Colorado Denver, MPH
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